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News Updates 

 

The Armed Forces Offer survey has been extended to give Regular serving personnel more 

time to share their views. 

Regular Service personnel: Take the Offer survey before it closes at 11.59 pm on Monday 15 

December 2025. Whether you are new to the Armed Forces, have been here for a while, or 

are planning to leave – your views matter. 

Your feedback will help Defence’s policy makers to enhance parts of your reward package to 

better meet your needs. The more people we hear from, the more reliable our data is to 

inform meaningful improvements.  

Whether it’s about pay, accommodation or leave, we know that the Offer is a key factor in 

whether people join and leave.  

How do I take part? 

If you are a Regular, take the survey by 11.59 pm, Monday 15 December 2025. Whatever 

your rank or profession, it’s important to hear from you. 

Access the survey on Defence Gateway, using your personal or MODNET device. The 

technical issues that some users experienced have now been resolved. 

The survey takes around 30 minutes to complete, which you can do in your own time. All 

feedback is confidential and will not be seen by your Chain of Command. 

https://scio.defencegateway.mod.uk/scio/r/myscio/scio_survey
https://scio.defencegateway.mod.uk/scio/r/myscio/scio_survey


Travelling Over Christmas - Discounts Available To Access  

 

 

HM Forces Railcard  

Discounted fares for HM Forces personnel, spouses and dependent children aged 16 or 17. 

The HM Forces Railcard is issued direct to HM Forces Personnel by their corresponding 

Ministry of Defence service unit to whom all enquiries should be 

made.https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/tickets-railcards-offers/promotions/hm-forces-

railcard/ 

National Express   

National Express are continuing with their offer of 30% off travel for serving personnel 

across the UK but in addition to this are offering 15% off travel to other members of Defence 

Discount Service including Armed Forces spouses/partners and Veterans. 

In order to access these fantastic offers you will need to sign up for free to Defence Discount 

Service and then follow the steps for the National Express offer once logged in. 

https://www.defencediscountservice.co.uk/en/national-express-defence-discount 



Christmas Posting Dates  

 

 



RAF HIVE Service 2026 Calendar 

Available to collect for your local RAF HIVE Service Information Centre  - INSERT YOUR HIVE 

DETAILS HERE - THEN DELETE THIS TEXT 

 



 

Celebrating Forces Families - Nominations Closing 15 DEC! 

 



 

Serve And Protect Credit Union - Tools to Raise Awareness - 

Upcoming Webinars 

 

Serve and Protect Credi Union - Tools to Raise Awareness - Upcoming Webinars  



 Eco-Friendly Ways to Save Money Dates: Mon 1st December, Mon 15th December Time: 

12:00 PM – 12:45 PM  What to Expect: How you can live a greener life, helping you to save 

money and care for the planet. Register Here   

Budgeting 101: Take Control of Your Money Dates: Tue 2nd December, Tue 16th 

December Time: 12:00 PM – 12:45 PM  What to Expect: How to create a budget that meets 

your goals, with tips to cut spending. Register Here   

Saving Made Simple: Practical Tips to Boost your Savings Dates: Wed 3rd December, Wed 

17th December Time: 12:00 PM – 12:45 PM What to Expect: Explore 10 practical savings 

methods to build a healthy savings cushion. Register Here     

Credit Score 101: Tips to Boost Your Score Dates: Tue 9th December, Thu 18th 

December Time: 12:00 PM – 12:45 PM  What to Expect: Understand the importance of 

looking after your credit score, with tips to improve it. Register Here    

The Road to Financial Resilience: Preparing for the Unexpected Date: Wed 10th 

December Time: 12:00 PM – 01:00 PM What to Expect: Explore why financial resilience 

matters and simple, practical tips to improve it. Register Here   

Before You Borrow: Key Things to Know Date: Thu 11th December Time: 12:00 PM – 12:45 

PM What to Expect: Understand the key factors lenders may evaluate, with tips to consider 

before applying. Register Here  

 BFBS Send Your Festive Messages 

Spread the love this Christmas 

It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas, everywhere you go... that's right, it's time a time 

for decorations, polishing your sprouts and, above all, a time for showing love to one 

another (awwww!). 

Whilst for many Christmas is a joyous time of the year, for many it's just another 'day at the 

office' so to speak. So, to help with this, we want to share your festive messages across the 

Forces World. 

Find out how visit  - https://www.bfbs.com/send-your-festive-messages 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fctkdk04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com%2FCtc%2FGE%2B113%2FcTKdK04%2FVVZtyH1BYKjnW5y2XSD3btDkNVkMXxJ5GfJnPN4Hzmf-3m2nnW8wLKSR6lZ3kJW7FLWHS2jZNsSN8XTtT5Gj6lBN8P2c2j2cp3FW50HCgN1WkhpzW9jvXy_3LhsHDW5VXSMq4rj7KfW7RY1Dw7PQfNvW12Blm76-kNVvW87b72K5jPkS9W76yzBV67vF7zW4jX8KV7SQ-y0W3SW0lJ5SrCzRW1MjzwS2p66VdW4QNbcc6BxRYJW6P7C_L4stDrNW4vbhR74sVHtCW7vWp4B7xJL1qN6_9t5YYnzrNW7pbgSR8F9FF0W4mhlnF7YZDnwN553YdJlN5BGW52n8cL46lVt2W5SjYvX6K7K_WW2dK3BK78jLb3W79mFSB3X4vsgW6cKfPY2VypFQW1K7fpc24lFNWW3mvfGZ19VvL2djxGT004&data=05|02|nerys.bell519%40mod.gov.uk|066c0a6ef6084b617b5908de2b490ea4|be7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5|0|0|638995789972456090|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=59zORUwn4LnajPBiTfRHPOI3hhsK5FUmE3EfffDchuk%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fctkdk04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com%2FCtc%2FGE%2B113%2FcTKdK04%2FVVZtyH1BYKjnW5y2XSD3btDkNVkMXxJ5GfJnPN4HzmfH3m2nnW7Y8-PT6lZ3kKW1L_2LM77ryzWW76C3m140ns_lW3tqWWz2pY8NgW66kPkb434QKWW3Xrhbb6fHQW_W5nXF3V7CMhDVW51gSMf1ZvDd5W5f3NbS1SlmG-VcBhrK3t3-kWW1-9Fnk1wbkXXW7yCV00560f1-VbfJrM2h9pg8W9fVLSt5NWyqSW2PGnKl2zDLCLW65n0m77lgRjnW2z30Dh4T85T2W1p6mlJ6rsXh1W6J4TYk8tBl9nW4nSXk837n34kW4Cgr5T2mRzDxW815x8m1Nk8GVW3mv22Y3GG__fW26x0Gz7ZFC-qW4Nq8282jSXJ0W4QSNkY5tWXCFW4bm71957k6hyf7QHZ1T04&data=05|02|nerys.bell519%40mod.gov.uk|066c0a6ef6084b617b5908de2b490ea4|be7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5|0|0|638995789972472250|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=FB7QGEgPtHp0JBiWQJA738Jw7XVlt9aJfqMVisIbtqE%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fctkdk04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com%2FCtc%2FGE%2B113%2FcTKdK04%2FVVZtyH1BYKjnW5y2XSD3btDkNVkMXxJ5GfJnPN4Hzmdb5kBVzW50kH_H6lZ3mfW3BljWK8VhXRNW33Nqss2ZzDXqW3mGwc65HdMTQW4p9KwR4n8Qq3W9gRWL53snPm3W79PScN23yxGpW7Rsqkc3T8nQCN4HXF42WqRcQW8WbVPh1Lg7SjW8qWxvm73TBhwW2KBYK68y9v6BW8DQyJj1rf0HBN7DzmWXgv2bJW5n7XkS8v7hhwW2cJ3B272XhpdVx491x1QtzWpVzWZ1v47VR32VYPcg451fBNhW7j_YC13GRkghW5cFBkP2L3SyqW1-DNBz1RvsPcW7t_Vb05shcPfW2Frwk423h3T8N2vCvZTvDVLZW6rv72G1Vg3y1W1kMpZs86365jW1Pwv1D13Sk0KW4NNfGt787DVpMLf0YQF360TW8MMG6y5VwWcSW2f3bVS6pNbjBW5c_Yw_8F4DMMf1H-Qkz04&data=05|02|nerys.bell519%40mod.gov.uk|066c0a6ef6084b617b5908de2b490ea4|be7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5|0|0|638995789972488728|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=UBFF7HbYVTG7ikfhFi%2BhmFYm5drDaikNSVAJVlyfMuo%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fctkdk04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com%2FCtc%2FGE%2B113%2FcTKdK04%2FVVZtyH1BYKjnW5y2XSD3btDkNVkMXxJ5GfJnPN4HzmfH3m2nnW7Y8-PT6lZ3l5W85q6Sc88hHTRW8WxCj96G-Zc8N4h13hhNRhnkW3-XltF2zxwJvV8sTNg9lTj8NW5k5dY22fM4scW18gVzk8xx92-W9hhrTf39Zz1fW2qmMcT3SZB6TN88MH9rhqFgfW6xdgnF2H1q_2W32yrSK1K1gXSW4wQVwM5K2_BTW189Vdc4ncVZBW1P02DT93VsrVW2d8c-382qpZwW3yZ_rn3wcvrzW5kx1ls3H4zjvN3rlZDh2ZCTKN5fJrJFtJwjkW9390852YLj1MW1tZVgv21sqhsW1qrv_G4gK4RbW3X7Nn45H73gXW7_My_z99HQW-W4KZRLz2sG1t5f9b3_PM04&data=05|02|nerys.bell519%40mod.gov.uk|066c0a6ef6084b617b5908de2b490ea4|be7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5|0|0|638995789972504659|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=okx3gZU62JLSfulzXoZTG2txEJ6r2WoIb6r33ryzkvU%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fctkdk04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com%2FCtc%2FGE%2B113%2FcTKdK04%2FVVZtyH1BYKjnW5y2XSD3btDkNVkMXxJ5GfJnPN4Hzmdb5kBVzW50kH_H6lZ3lXVkLZ8W7b00nZW4816Bh5sB_D-VTFcnp1vvsLvW5qXRPT7cWW0RW4pB0lK3fJpPLW73dj0w5gB8wDW3YzWVJ6_3JC1MSz0mMgq_2LW78ZZNL6hbstVN7JZ2D-Lh4mYW8CpBr68P75rCN8Xk5JD521Z0W25DqP02s65lGW2Qgg262jJQv9W4BqwWN5TzD-vW49Vyxw3D-N1FW7YlY_V4NJxhpW4bCxJF2lmr4jW564SyK8HXHCfW5TPSlJ7mHSJvW61Lk_v7_djjQW6Fr-J_86kbcLW96nqV-66DZNtW6TzlGM27yvD6W2PfRQD1yhRfbVPZWbk7QKWwMW8sHfk51FRNbWW3vq6zY6wGjKvW87xhJM4htBZyW1KHW3P31blxxW47wd4J8CCFk_W6XSBp-6zXW8Df8qGNtg04&data=05|02|nerys.bell519%40mod.gov.uk|066c0a6ef6084b617b5908de2b490ea4|be7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5|0|0|638995789972520191|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=XbMWmjvyHm6ULoNvxbhe11RVUCTDbgYS%2FHz1ulAT8iI%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fctkdk04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com%2FCtc%2FGE%2B113%2FcTKdK04%2FVVZtyH1BYKjnW5y2XSD3btDkNVkMXxJ5GfJnPN4HzmfH3m2nnW7Y8-PT6lZ3ppW847F7Y95hcsLW6M0C1D2w716vW4R4_gL42175DW8HV64K1fKsFXVCc9B_63YH6ZW2MbPSW7_7m2MW5zzrj75p84Z7W8BV0kK5H5KNbW25w7Ky7fZdCSN97bVFsDKmpDW2JXPBB7_wr6_W8nPYcP5k_ZvSW68wgTM2pYXFBW1SxDZ0476dgnW7yjnyP2FR6xHVlcx5l1RBW1dN74z1qlrJPTqN24fPfHgXl_XW2Vz44y4h0Kq9W3T9c3Q91hmsvW8HNGBF7qNW0sW4TSgP54snyvlW56CrjV2y96d7W3n2HN851RQ9tW1b6Spz7RzwLPN9cBLgN_T9gtf79vcVP04&data=05|02|nerys.bell519%40mod.gov.uk|066c0a6ef6084b617b5908de2b490ea4|be7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5|0|0|638995789972536144|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=RFUy2lmXz71KnRgZX0qqHPzUkYy4jRmbEc0ooMVBe7s%3D&reserved=0


 

Station Events  

Station Christmas Jumper Day - Thursday 11th December 2025 

 



RAF Benson 2025 Santa Run 

This year’s Santa Run will be taking place on the 11 Dec 25. There will be a warm up starting 

at 0825 with the main effort kicking off at 0830. Please encourage anyone you know to 

attend and join in (fancy dress is optional).......dogs are welcome as long as they are kept on 

leads. If there are any questions please feel free to contact simon.brister958@mod.gov.uk 

 

Santa's Post Box 

Santa's Elves stopped by the Community Centre on the 1st December to collect all of Santa's 

post and now they are on the way back to the North Pole to deliver all the children's letters.  

Keep your eyes peeled out for Santa's replies soon which will be going through your letters 

boxes! 

mailto:simon.brister958@mod.gov.uk


 

Santa Drop - 3rd December 2025 

The holiday season is all about kindness, connection, and making someone’s day a little 

brighter. This year, we have an amazing opportunity to come together and make a real 

difference, to those in the Children's Ward at Oxford University Hospital. 

New gifts only. 

Gift suggestions recommended by the play specialists at OUH can be found on the poster.  

Drop off Locations: 

SHQ, Medical Centre, Community Centre & Common Room. 

 



Airplay Christmas Draw/Movie Night 

 



RAF Benson Primary School Christmas Fair 

 



RAF Benson Mental Health Network 

 



Station Medical Centre Christmas/New Year Opening Hours 

 

RAF Benson Work Experience 2026 Applications Now Open! 

Applications for RAF Benson 2026 work experience are now open!!! 

GCSE placement: 27 Apr – 1 May  

A-Level placement: 29 June – 3 July 

Due to popularity, placements are not guaranteed. Successful applicants will be contacted to 

confirm a placement by 31 Jan 26.    

The application form is publicly available on the RAF Benson website - contact-us tab. 

Contact us | RAF Benson | Royal Air Force Direct any questions to Ben-

YouthEngagement@mod.gov.uk  

 

https://www.raf.mod.uk/our-organisation/stations/raf-benson/contact-us/


RAF Benson Airplay - January 2026 Updated Session Timings. 

 

Local Events 

Christmas at Blenheim 

Discover the magic of one of the best UK Light Trails this Christmas 

Listed as one of the top UK Light Trails by The Telegraph, the Illuminated Trail is bigger, better 

and brighter than ever before. Begin in the atmospheric, twinkling Water Terraces and head 

through the stunning Cathedral of Light for the perfect picture moment. Dance your way 

along the rainbow LED tunnel and onto the candlelit Fire Garden. Marvel at the stunning Sea 

of Light whilst enjoying a delicious hot chocolate or toasted marshmallows, then take in the 

spectacular Water Fountain Show complete with brand new, festive projections across the 

lake. Journey on past the Alpine Village, multi-coloured trees and Candy Cane Lane before 

reaching Father Christmas himself in a festive flurry of snow. For more information and ticket 

bookings, click here: https://www.blenheimpalace.com/whats-on/events/christmas/ 

https://www.blenheimpalace.com/whats-on/events/christmas/


 

Steam Into Christmas at Didcot Railway 

Steam into Christmas and Help Santa Find His Missing Reindeer! 

Oh no! There’s been a Christmas disaster — Santa’s reindeer have escaped, and he needs 

your help to find them before Christmas Eve!Join us for a magical festive adventure at Didcot 

Railway Centre. As you explore our unique 21-acre living museum — home to Great Western 

Railway steam locomotives, carriages, wagons, buildings, and fascinating artefacts — you’ll 

help Santa track down his missing reindeer at special reindeer stations hidden around the 

site. Every child will receive a special passport and a Christmas stocking on arrival. At each 

reindeer station you find, you’ll collect a small gift as a reward for your detective work. Your 

journey ends with a visit to Santa’s giant toy workshop, where you can tell him what’s on 

your Christmas list and choose your own present from his festive selection!Your ticket also 

includes unlimited train rides on our main demonstration line throughout the day. For more 

information, click here: https://didcotrailwaycentre.org.uk/product.php/865/steam-into-

christmas 

 

Millets Farm Illuminate Christmas Trail  

This family friendly experience will involve a 60 minute trail through a dazzling display of 

light installations, transforming Millets into a wonderland of colour and sparkle. 

https://didcotrailwaycentre.org.uk/product.php/865/steam-into-christmas
https://didcotrailwaycentre.org.uk/product.php/865/steam-into-christmas


Perfect for all ages, this is a light trail not to be missed so bring the whole family for an 

unforgettable evening of winter magic. 

Enjoy delicious treats from the food court, sip on festive drinks from the fully stocked bar, 

and toast marshmallows under the twinkling lights, Illuminate awaits you! 

 

The Oxfordshire Big Panto Guide 2025 

Christmas is a great time to go to the theatre to see a panto or a family Christmas 

show.  Here’s my guide to the best 2025 pantomimes in Oxfordshire,  as well as the best ‘non 

panto’ family Christmas theatre shows.  

 

Waddesdon Manor Christmas Market - Until 23rd December 

The Waddesdon Manor Christmas fair will be set against the backdrop of the floodlit North 

Front of the Manor with its 20ft Christmas trees. Soak up the sights, smells and sounds of 

Christmas with hand-selected stalls all housed in charming wooden chalets, surrounded by 

twinkling trees. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pantomime


 

Support  

 



 



 



Accommodation 

SCSO TITLE/NAME CHANGE 

The role of SCSO at RAF Benson has changed to Station Families Housing Officer (SFHO) in 

line with recent guidance from Air Families & Pers Spt guidance. 

  

Previous FAMCAS results have identified some of our people and families experienced 

challenges in accessing support as it was not clear who they should approach for assistance 

in relation to housing matters. This change aims to mitigate this issue, in conjunction with 

other ongoing work strands, such as the RAF HIVE Communications Review.  

  

WO Phil Withey (BEN-AB-SSS-SFHO) remains your station poc for housing related matters 

once conventional avenues have been exhausted.  All repair and allocation issues should be 

directed to Pinnacle (0800 031 8628, homeservices@pinnacleservicefamilies.co.uk) in the 

first instance.   

  

The SFHO is able to support families and SP navigate the pathway to repairs and allocation 

etc and is your Stn poc should other avenues fail to provide the support necessary.  

Housing Drop In Clinic - 10th December 2025 

There will be a Housing Drop in Clinic on Weds 10Dec 25 from 1000-1200hrs in the 

TDF.  Please come along and speak to the SME's in respect of you housing needs.  If you are 

unable to make this time, please contact WO Withey, SFHO (BEN-AB-SSS-SFHO) who will be 

able to advise on housing matters. 

 



Pinnacle Services Families  

 

Handy Winter  Tips Videos 

Preparing your home is important to ensure the winter period doesn’t cause you too much 

disruption. 

Pinnacle Services Families have created some helpful videos to help you reduce that risk. 

https://www.pinnacleservicefamilies.co.uk/winter-videos/ 



12 Tips for Fire Safety this Christmas 

 



Families News 

 

Great news for families overseas: Primary School Aged Childcare Overseas Allowance 

launches in January! 

We are delighted to share this news with you - The launch of the PSACO Allowance means 

eligible Service families will have access to before and after school childcare funding in all 

overseas locations. 

For further information, go here https://bit.ly/4qYrNla 

Queen Victoria School  

Now accepting application forms for entry into Queen Victoria School, Dunblane in August 

2026.  Closing date for applications is 15th January 2026. 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F4qYrNla%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExaVFoMXdFQWp0QUJpbUZvT3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR4dtofdDlkHaiOUaOtkVLYO1-opue00Ii5MYx-4Ti81404jCQkd7RyFO99zuw_aem_cxzedPsf6ViKfprqN_7EaA&data=05|02|nerys.bell519%40mod.gov.uk|a76937771df6459503aa08de2c303978|be7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5|0|0|638996782869388351|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=YujimUr9%2BTA0tDiv4F9bQ8aAy%2FHsa%2FDBmClG61XT%2B7E%3D&reserved=0


 

Royal Mail - Writing a letter to Santa this Christmas?  

 



 

 



 

Make sure you send your letters to Santa by 10 December. Don't forget to include a full 

name and address on the back of the envelope so Santa can reply.Send your letters to: 

Santa/Father Christmas Santa's Grotto Reindeerland XM4 5HQ 

A Woman Into Employment Event 

 

As a military spouse, veteran or reservist, join the Forces Employment Charity at this unique 

event from 3-5 February 2026! Empowering You is more than a workshop. It is a career 

accelerator and confidence catalyst, providing a clear pathway to meaningful employment 

and professional growth.  



This is the first of six events that will run between February and April next year: working in 

partnership with Barclays. 

Register today: https://rfea.my.site.com/forcesemployment/s/community-

event?id=a48N1000000J8ebIAC 

Childcare Training Opportunity  

 

Are you a partner of serving military personnel or a reservist? NDNA - National Day 

Nurseries Association has Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust Supporting Partners funding 

to deliver a paid childcare training programme designed just for you 

 16-week programme (paid at National Living Wage) 

 Remote training for 4 weeks, then 12-week placement in a childcare setting 

 Full mentor support throughout 

 Starts week commencing 30 March 2026 

 6 places available to applicants anywhere in England 

Apply now and secure your spot (see poster for details)   

 Starts week commencing 30 March 2026 

  6 places available to applicants anywhere in England 

Apply now and secure your spot (see poster for details)    

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frfea.my.site.com%2Fforcesemployment%2Fs%2Fcommunity-event%3Fid%3Da48N1000000J8ebIAC&data=05|02|nerys.bell519%40mod.gov.uk|28ddcfc1488a491db76408de2dc2c8ec|be7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5|0|0|638998511981968648|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=hbqqrgVFi2deCk%2Bm4vKiFOLzwxyJmpKguWFMrNAd%2FeE%3D&reserved=0
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https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fndna.org.uk%3F__cft__%5b0%5d%3DAZUmT6S22ANkcusjEfbme9vy1VOuZjITHFXBkiyZ2SYuBACE3d5I7WMG5kfI5IMIX_Mzit4EAUjKQfpmC-4dI13fnkLArVwBKeAmV4UgEXhnAkbsXi4_khRVcVO1bQFnLb7J-ZrE671nYJ7K1HC3SDaeFJi-9Y0aiB8-_9cfb9Eg5RtTxYA56CoT9R3sM1U3GVo%26__tn__%3D-%5dK-R&data=05|02|nerys.bell519%40mod.gov.uk|4654d5c9991843c54a3608de2c2f11c8|be7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5|0|0|638996777832507665|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=5BYSghzLGqEuphxRLJrrqyikPddgB0E96brBmfX8t7Y%3D&reserved=0
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Airplay Connect NEW Digital Programme – with Loud Speaker! 

The new digital programme has sessions for everyone who is registered with Airplay: Loud 

Speaker Airplay Connect Digital Programme Promo – Airplay Connect   All the details and 

session links are here:  National Airplay – Airplay Connect 

RAF HIVE Service  

 

HIVE Information Officer (HIO): Janine Ansty-Bridges 

Location: Community Centre 

Opening hours: Mon - Thurs 0800 - 1600, Fri 0800 - 1500 

Tel: 01491 827213 Teams Work No: +44 303 371 8545 

Connect Online - RAF Benson HIVE Facebook – RAF Benson HIVE X.com - RAF HIVE 

Instagram 

Station Welfare Contacts 

SSAFA – Leanne Wheeler                                                  

Office Location: 4 Viking Terrace                                       

Tel:  07384 237987 (office hours only)                          

Email: Leanne.Wheeler@ssafa-fhs.org.uk 

  

Chaplaincy: The Revd (Sqn Ldr) Michael McCormick & The Revd (Sqn Ldr) Rachel Cook 

Office Location: Station Church     

Tel: 01491 837766 Ext 6234 

Email: michael.mccormick103@mod.gov.uk rachel.cook117@mod.gov.uk 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foneymca.us19.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D28029a07e33db28ef9cc892d4%26id%3D5cd385854d%26e%3Dc7c832a46c&data=05|02|Nerys.Bell519%40mod.gov.uk|e375c3b71ef04261207b08de2c3cc73a|be7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5|0|0|638996836745902172|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=t6FH3tmV7kN3MMaIrojFTiVDc8yNLdPmMKXQ1RqCaCI%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FRAF-HIVE-1073111216043186%2F&data=05|01|Janine.Ansty-bridges263%40mod.gov.uk|5418ea800c414f8672a608dbd55d455e|be7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5|0|0|638338368966972826|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|3000|||&sdata=Mfqf7tWkGbYnwy4HWNtngqUOOhzynCj2YcrQif053tA%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Finstagram.com%2Frafhiveinformationservice%3Futm_medium%3Dcopy_link&data=05|01|Janine.Ansty-bridges263%40mod.gov.uk|5418ea800c414f8672a608dbd55d455e|be7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5|0|0|638338368966972826|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|3000|||&sdata=yzE8L4IK2t9NpHz8G1ATq0QfeXgrcv%2F0zQjldkxWbOA%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Finstagram.com%2Frafhiveinformationservice%3Futm_medium%3Dcopy_link&data=05|01|Janine.Ansty-bridges263%40mod.gov.uk|5418ea800c414f8672a608dbd55d455e|be7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5|0|0|638338368966972826|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|3000|||&sdata=yzE8L4IK2t9NpHz8G1ATq0QfeXgrcv%2F0zQjldkxWbOA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Leanne.Wheeler@ssafa-fhs.org.uk
mailto:michael.mccormick103@mod.gov.uk
mailto:rachel.cook117@mod.gov.uk


 

Station RAF People and Families Support Contacts 

Station Families Housing Officer (SFHO): WO Philip Withey    

Office Location: Community Centre                        

Tel: Duty Mobile - 07815 697370 (No Texts)    

Email: philip.withey301@mod.gov.uk 

                                                                       

Community Development Officer (CDO): Meg Wickett   

Office Location: Community Centre 

Tel: 01491 827213  

Email: meg.wickett407@mod.gov.uk 

Disclaimer  

DISCLAIMER NOTICE THE DISPLAY OF ANY BROCHURE OR ADVERTISEMENT BY RAF HIVES 

DOES NOT CONSTITUTE ENDORSEMENT OF APPROVAL REGARDING THE ITEM OR SERVICE 

DISPLAYED OR ADVERTISED. THE ACCURACY OF BROCHURES DISPLAYED IS NOT 

GUARANTEED. THE CONTENTS OF ANY BROCHURE OR ADVERTISEMENT DOES NOT 

NECESSARILY REFLECT THE POLICIES OR THE OPINIONS OF HM GOVERNMENT, THE MINISTRY 

OF DEFENCE OR THE SINGLE SERVICES. 

mailto:philip.withey301@mod.gov.uk
mailto:meg.wickett407@mod.gov.uk
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